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ABSTRACT

Perhaps tracing the roots of Islamic civilization in the African continent in general,
and the Islamic Kingdom of Mali in particular, would take researchers back to very
ancient eras in human history. This is because the sea and the desert were never a

dividing line between the north and the south. Quite the contrary, they were always a

bridge of communication.
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The Middle Ages, from the eighth to the sixteenth century AD, witnessed the rise of
Islamic kingdoms that dominated, for a period of time, the regions of Africa in the east,
center, and west of the continent. These kingdoms were able to spread Islam and
transmit Islamic civilization, playing a prominent role in the region's economic, social,
and political history. The Middle Ages in Africa were a golden age, unlike the Dark
Ages in Europe. Among these kingdoms was the Kingdom of Mali. With the spread
of Islam and its civilization, Arabic became a leading language. Considering the history
of this kingdom, the influence of Arabs and Muslims in transmitting Islamic civilization
and disseminating Islamic values, education, and humanistic traditions stemming from
the Islamic conception of economic and political life is clearly evident. This had a clear
impact on the emergence and development of this kingdom. Among the most important
regions influenced by Islamic civilization are the regions of West Africa, most notably
the Islamic Kingdom of Mali. This influence was very significant in all aspects of life
in the Islamic Kingdom of Mali. Perhaps the most famous influence of Islamic
civilization on the Kingdom of Mali was in the economic and political aspects, which
will be discussed in this study.

Keywords: Islamic —civilization, sultans, trade, economic, political- activity.
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