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Abstract: This study examines the Great Mosque of Cordoba as one of
the most prominent examples of Islamic architecture in al-Andalus, with
a focus on its architectural and artistic features that have made it a
timeless masterpiece. The study aims to highlight the aspects of
engineering and aesthetic creativity embodied in the mosque’s design
through an analysis of its architectural elements, such as horseshoe

arches, columns, and vegetal and geometric decorations, in addition
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to tracing the stages of its historical expansion under Umayyad rule. It
also seeks to clarify its civilizational role as a religious and scholarly center
that contributed to the flourishing of intellectual life in al-Andalus. The
study adopts a historical, descriptive, and analytical approach through the
examination of historical sources and references. It concludes with several
key findings, most notably that the Great Mosque of Cordoba is not merely
a religious monument, but a living testament to the development of Islamic
architecture and the prosperity of Andalusian civilization, as well as its
clear influence on later European architecture. The study recommends
intensifying specialized academic research on Islamic architecture in al-
Andalus, with particular emphasis on the artistic and engineering aspects
of the Great Mosque of Cordoba, and encourages scholars to conduct
comparative studies between it and other Islamic architectural models in
order to highlight both shared characteristics and distinctive features.

Keywords: Mosque, Umayyad, Decoration, Architecture, Civilization
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