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Abstract
This descriptive field study aimed to examine the reality of administrative and
security integration between the Department of Antiquities and the Tourist Police in
protecting Libya’s cultural heritage and tourist sites. The study relied on field
interviews with selected officials to comprehensively analyze security and
administrative cooperation, challenges, and mechanisms for improvement.
The results revealed that administrative and security integration remains limited and
largely depends on individual efforts and field initiatives, while security and technical
roles are distributed complementarily between the Tourist Police and the Department
of Antiquities. The study also highlighted weak administrative coordination, with
information exchange mostly limited to official correspondence or direct
communication when necessary, affecting the efficiency of site protection and
response to emergencies. Major operational challenges included insufficient security
resources, the extensive scope of sites, and the absence of clear emergency plans or
role distribution.
Based on these findings, the study recommended enhancing integration through a
clear institutional framework, improving coordination and information exchange
mechanisms, addressing resource gaps, organizing joint training programs, utilizing
modern technologies, and reviewing and updating legislation regulating heritage
protection, aiming to achieve more effective safeguarding of cultural and tourist sites
and support their sustainable management.
Keywords: Administrative Integration, Security Integration, Cultural Heritage
Protection, Tourist Heritage, Tourist Police, Department of Antiquities.
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