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The Impact of Legitimacy Conflicts on the Implementation of the UN

Roadmap in Libya in Light of the Establishment of the High
Presidential Authority
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Abstract :

This study examines the impact of contested legitimacy on the implementation of the
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United Nations—endorsed roadmap, highlighting its direct relevance to Libya’s
stability and the future of the political process. The issue has gained particular
importance in light of recent developments, notably the proposal of a Supreme
Presidential Body as a new mechanism to address political
division.

The research is guided by a central question: How has contested legitimacy affected
the trajectory of implementing the UN roadmap, and to what extent can the new
arrangements  (the Supreme Presidential Body) overcome the current
deadlock?

The study pursues several objectives, including analyzing the concept of political
legitimacy, identifying the determinants of its contestation, assessing institutional
performance, evaluating the UN roadmap, and exploring prospects for the proposed
settlement. To achieve methodological integration, the research employs descriptive—
analytical, content analysis, comparative, and foresight approaches.

The findings reveal that the multiplicity of authorities has obstructed most UN
initiatives, delayed constitutional arrangements, and hindered institutional
unification. Furthermore, any newly established entity that lacks broad national
consensus risks perpetuating division rather than resolving it. Accordingly, the study
recommends adherence to the agreements reached between the House of
Representatives and the Advisory Council under UN auspices, while avoiding
unilateral measures that could undermine the political settlement process.
Keywords: Political division. Political settlement. Advisory body. Structured
dialogue.
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