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Abstract:
This analytical study aims to examine the role of interest networks and
loyalty—based structures in reproducing political elites in Libya during the
period (2011-2025). The research analyzes the relationship between
traditional social structures, economic factors, and regional and
international interventions, and their impact on the stability of state
institutions. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology
through reviewing recent literature, international reports, and analyzing the
evolution of power centers within the Libyan political environment.
The study is based on the assumption that interest networks and loyalty
systems constitute a decisive factor in shaping political elites and may
temporarily substitute formal institutions in fragile states. However, the
analytical findings reject the notion that such networks can serve as a
stable foundation for governance. The results demonstrate that these
networks have contributed to deepening political divisions, weakening
state institutions, and obstructing the democratic transition process.
The analysis further reveals that reliance on tribal and regional loyalties
has undermined institutional merit-based criteria in selecting political
leadership, reinforcing the reproduction of elites through informal
mechanisms based on exchange of interests rather than principles of good
governance.
The findings also indicate that regional and international interventions

have strengthened certain elites at the expense of others, contributing to
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prolonged political instability and the emergence of fragile balances based
on temporary alliances rather than constitutional institutions.
The study concludes that although interest networks may provide short-
term political arrangements, they cannot constitute a sustainable
alternative to formal state institutions. Instead, they represent a significant
factor behind political instability, highlighting the need to strengthen
institutional structures, promote the rule of law, and reduce reliance on
informal power networks in public governance.
Keywords: Interest networks, political elites, Libya, elite reproduction,
political stability, state—building, tribal loyalties, foreign intervention.
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