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Abstract

This study aims to trace the structural evolution of the grain milling and
feed industry in the Tripoli region, and to construct an accurate
institutional and spatial classification of its facilities during the period
from 1953 to 2024. The significance of this research stems from the
strategic value of this industry as a fundamental pillar of food security
for a massive population within the study area. Utilizing historical and
analytical geographical approaches, the study relies on quantitative and
field data to monitor the efficiency and spatial distribution of these
facilities. The findings revealed that the geographical distribution of
mills progressed through four distinct dynamic phases; beginning with a
centralized, single-establishment founding phase in the "Al-
Gharat/Gurji" area of central Tripoli, and culminating in the "production
boom" phase (2011-2024), during which the number of facilities surged
to 36 in response to rapid demographic growth and shifting consumption
patterns. This boom led to a shift in industrial weight from the center
toward the peripheries and logistical hinterlands (Tajoura, Janzour, and
Qasr bin Ghashir). Furthermore, the empirical data disclosed a clear
dominance of high-capacity facilities based on "economies of scale"; the
category exceeding a capacity of 451 tons/day accounted for about 55.6%
of the total facilities and monopolized 74.8% of the total actual
production capacity in the region. The study also indicated that the
medium-sized area category (3.1-6 hectares) was the most prevalent at
36.1%, reflecting a relative balance between the technical requirements
of the mills and available land resources. The study recommends the
necessity of supporting the infrastructural and logistical frameworks of
these emerging peripheries and guiding urban planning to safeguard the
sustainability of this strategic industry.

Keywords: Structural Evolution, Institutional Classification, Grain
Milling and Feed Industry, Spatial Distribution, Tripoli Region.
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