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Abstract:
The beginnings of Japanese policy interest in the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Middle East

region in general after the oil crisis in 1973 AD, which was a violent shock to the Japanese policy
maker in light of the almost complete dependence of the Japanese economy on oil imports from
the region, which amounts to about 80% of its annual oil needs. The Arab Gulf used oil for the
first time as a political weapon and a tool to put pressure on Western countries to push them
towards taking positions sympathetic to the Arab point of view regarding the Arab-Israeli
conflict and ways to settle it. During that period, Japan was keen to intensify its interest and

presence in the Middle East region in order to prevent the recurrence of the 1973 crisis again.
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