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Abstract:

The joint trial of persons accused of the same crimes is an important tool at the disposal of the
International Criminal Court in the prosecution of perpetrators of international crimes within its
jurisdiction; It saves more time, effort and resources of the Tribunal.

These alleged benefits or advantages of a joint trial raise a serious question as to the extent to
which the rights of the accused are respected as requirements for a fair trial, which may cast
doubt on the soundness and fairness of the proceedings of this trial.
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In order to try to answer this question, the research dealt with this topic by studying in terms of
the authority of the court in conducting the joint trial and the extent to which it guarantees the
rights of the accused, in accordance with an analytical methodology and came out with several
results, the most important of which is that the legal system of the International Criminal Court
worked hard to find a delicate and remarkable balance between conducting the joint trial of the
accused and ensuring its justice, by setting strict controls for conducting this trial and obliging
the court explicitly to grant the defendants their guaranteed rights.

Despite this obligation at the textual level, the practical reality may have a different view, as a
quick look at the experience gained in the practices of joint trials of defendants shows that the
possibility of joint trial affecting the rights of the accused remains, in particular the right of the
accused to be tried without undue delay.

Keywords: Rome Statute, Rules of Procedure and Evidence, Prosecutor, Joint Charges, Rights
Defendants, fair trial.
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