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Bird scenes on mosaic carpets in the Byzantine Basilica of
Justinian in Sabratha

Dr. Fardous Mohammed Al-Tuwaijri

Abstract:

The interaction of local and imported civilizations that existed in ancient Libyan lands produced
a historical diversity and a human heritage characterized by intellectual, artistic and cultural
richness. Many civilizations emerged, such as the Greek, Roman and Byzantine, leaving behind
a legacy of inscriptions, monuments, drawings, murals and paintings of various colors. Some of
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them are still preserved under the sand, while others are still under study. Libya is one of the
most abundant regions in northern Libya in possessing Roman mosaic floors and murals, which
have been found in many areas there.

Mosaics played an important role in the daily life of the Romans and Byzantines. As the arts of
the Byzantine era grew and flourished in the bosom of the Church, and began to express its
religious doctrine and its tendency towards mysticism, the artist turned to artistic and aesthetic
expression.

Mosaic panels, which were used to cover the floors of churches and palaces, became a means of
artistic expression, and scenes of birds, animals, and flowers became a symbol of the Christian
faith. 2 This is considered one of the distinctive means of artistic expression of ancient times.
These panels also embody some aspects of social life and some economic activities, religious
ideas and beliefs, as well as natural scenes and geometric shapes with diverse decorations and
life themes.

The mosaic carpets in the Justinian Church in Sabratha have a unique artistic character in terms
of decorative creativity. These influences do not detract from the authenticity of local art. Rather,
if this indicates anything, it indicates that all these scenes and artistic forms, whether Roman,
Byzantine, Eastern, or Berber, are part of the history of the region and part of world history.

Keywords: Bird Scenes, Mosaic Carpet, Justinian Basilica.
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